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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord …. In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ,,,  I Thes. 1:8
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A BLESSED CHINESE NEW YEAR to all our Chinese Prayer Partners and 

A FRUITFUL NEW YEAR to all of you.

Combining the two concepts in the greetings, we have Forgiveness and Fruitfulness. Forgiveness is associated with the first, while Fruitfulness with the second.

The Chinese, for all it matters, all races that celebrate their New Year demand that we Forgive and Forget the wrongs of the past, and Forge Forward aiming for Fruitfulness in the Future.

Even as we enter this New Year, let us Forgive and Forget whoever and whatever has wronged us in the past year. 

 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.



Eph 4:31, 32
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Phil 3:13,14

God showed us the example. Christ was the example. A good example of this was set by the Staines family. The following is reported by the BBC:

Police in India arrested a man wanted for killing Australian missionary Graham Staines and his two sons. Dara Singh, the suspect, had evaded police in Orissa state for more than a year, but a tip resulted in his arrest in a remote village at dawn Feb.1, the British Broadcasting Corp. said.

...Police had offered an $18,000 reward for Singh, believed to be the leader of a mob of radical Hindus that set fire to Staines' car as he and his sons slept inside near a village in Orissa Jan. 23, 1999. Singh also is suspected in the murders of a Muslim merchant and a Catholic priest, news reports said.

...The arrest comes two days after the release of Gladys Staines' book, Burnt Alive: The Story of the Staines' and the God They Loved. Gladys has continued to work with lepers in Orissa and has publicly forgiven Singh because "forgiveness opens up the path of healing," she told a Bombay audience.

Extracted from 
C U R R E N T  N E W S  S U M M A R Y

We cannot hope to be effective in our prayer, if we cannot and do not Forgive. Fruits can abound to you and to those for whom you pray, only if you have forgiven others their trespasses as God has forgiven you. 
May we be effective Prayer-Partners and Fruitful Intercessors before the throne of God this year. 
The Mission Committee
